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EPA Reg. No. 59639-99 
 
 

CHATEAU® HERBICIDE SW: CHEMIGATION FOR USE ON ALFALFA 
 
 
DIRECTIONS FOR USE 
It is a violation of Federal law to use this product in a manner inconsistent with its labeling. 
 
THIS LABELING MUST BE IN THE POSSESSION OF THE USER AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION. READ 
THE LABEL AFFIXED TO THE CONTAINER FOR CHATEAU HERBICIDE SW BEFORE APPLYING.  
USE OF CHATEAU HERBICIDE SW ACCORDING TO THIS LABELING IS SUBJECT TO THE USE 
PRECAUTIONS AND LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY THE LABEL AFFIXED TO THE CONTAINER FOR 
CHATEAU HERBICIDE SW. 
 
CHEMIGATION 
Chateau Herbicide SW may be applied through sprinkler irrigation systems in alfalfa. Follow all label 
recommendations for this crop regarding rates, timing of application, special instructions and 
precautions. 
 
Apply this product only through center pivot systems. End guns must be turned off due to uneven 
application. Do not apply this product through any other type of irrigation system. 
 
Crop injury, lack of efficacy or illegal pesticide residues in the crop can result from non-uniform 
distribution of treated water. 
 
The system must be properly calibrated (with water only) to ensure that the amount of Chateau 
Herbicide SW applied corresponds to the recommended rate. 
 
Apply Chateau Herbicide SW in 1/2 to 3/4 inches of water during the first sprinkler set. Allow time for 
all lines to flush the herbicide through all nozzles before turning off irrigation water. To ensure the 
lines are flushed and free of remaining herbicide, a dye indicator may be injected into the lines to 
mark the end of the application period. Once chemigation has begun, the run must be completed to 
ensure no product is left in the system.  
 
If you have any questions about calibration, you should contact your State Extension Service 
Specialist, equipment manufacturers or other experts. 
 
Special Precautions for Chemigation 
1. Do not connect an irrigation system (including greenhouse systems) used for pesticide application 

to a public water system unless the pesticide label-prescribed safety devices for public water 
systems are in place. 

2. A person knowledgeable of the chemigation system and responsible for its operation or under the 
supervision of the responsible person, shall shut the system down and make necessary 
adjustments should the need arise. 

3. The system must be free of leaks and clogged nozzles. 
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4. The pesticide must be supplied continuously for the duration of the aqueous application. An 
uneven application may cause injury to the crop or poor weed control. 

5. Agitation must be maintained in the nurse tank. 
6. The sprinkler chemigation system must contain a functional check valve, vacuum relief valve and 

low pressure drain appropriately located on the irrigation pipeline to prevent water source 
contamination from backflow. 

7. The pesticide injection pipeline must contain a functional, automatic, quick closing check valve to 
prevent the flow of fluid back toward the injection pump. 

8. The pesticide injection pipeline must contain a functional, normally closed, solenoid operated 
valve located on the intake side of the injection pump and connected to the system interlock to 
prevent fluid from being withdrawn from the supply tank when the irrigation system is either 
automatically or manually shut down. 

9. The system must contain functional interlocking controls to automatically shut off the pesticide 
injection pump when the water pump motor stops, or in the case where there is no water pump, 
when the water pressure decreases to the point where pesticide distribution is adversely affected. 

10. The irrigation line or water pump must include a functional pressure switch which will stop the 
water pump motor when the water pressure decreases to the point where pesticide distribution is 
adversely affected. 

11. Systems must use a metering pump, such as a positive displacement injection pump (e.g., 
diaphragm pump), effectively designed and constructed of materials that are compatible with the 
pesticides and capable of being fitted with a system interlock. 

12. Do not apply when wind speed favors drift beyond the area intended for treatment. 
 

Chemigation Systems Connected to Public Water Systems 
1. Public water system means a system for the provision to the public of piped water for human 

consumption, if such a system has at least 15 service connections or regularly serves an average 
of at least 25 individuals daily at least 60 days out of the year. 

2. Chemigation systems connected to the public water system must contain a functional, reduced 
pressure zone, backflow preventer (RPZ) or the functional equivalent in the water supply line 
upstream from the point of pesticide introduction. As an option to the RPZ, the water from the 
public water system should be discharged into a reservoir tank prior to pesticide introduction. 
There shall be a complete physical break (air gap) between the outlet end of the fill pipe and the 
top overflow rim of the reservoir tank of at least twice the inside diameter of the fill pipe. 

3. All chemigation systems connected to the public water system must also follow restrictions listed 
in the preceding section titled “Special Precautions for Chemigation”. 

 
PLEASE CONTACT VALENT U.S.A. CORPORATION AT 800-6-VALENT (682-5368) TO 
DETERMINE IF THIS USE IS REGISTERED IN YOUR STATE. 
 
Copyright © 2009 by Valent U.S.A. Corporation 
 
Chateau and Products That Work, From People Who Care are registered trademarks of Valent U.S.A. 
Corporation 
 
Manufactured for 
Valent U.S.A. Corporation 
P.O. Box 8025 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596-8025 
Made in U.S.A. 
Form 2009-CHSW-0011, R1 
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